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People's minds are wholly occupied with the internal situation and 1910
its insecure future. The outlook all round is black. The Govern- Aga 67
meni is thoroughly hated. It is impossible to find words strong
enough to express what is felt about the character of the Ministry.
For the present no one sees any way out. It is reported with satis-
faction that in the days after the King's death and during the lying-
in-state the Prime Minister and other of his colleagues were publicly
hissed in the streets, and that expressions like c you have killed the
King' were heard. A demonstration against the Government is
looked for during the great mourning and funeral ceremonials, and
a strong reaction in a Conservative sense is thought not improbable."
The Emperor added that he heard from intimate sources that Sir
Edward Grey was weak as wax in the hands of Isvolsky and would
do whatever he prescribed.1
We may wonder at the frankness with which those whom he met
conveyed their opinions to the German Emperor, but there is no
doubt that this document depicts truthfully the state of feeling
which from this time onwards was more and more to embitter
British politics and to produce abroad the, misleading impression
that Great ^Britain was too much occupied with her internal diffi-
culties to play an important part in foreign affairs. All and more
than all the wrath that was poured out on Mr. Gladstone in former
days was now discharged upon Asquith and his colleagues. There
were, as the Emperor said, no words strong enough to characterise
their iniquities. They were said to be aiming at property and the
throne, disrupting the Empire and threatening religion. Old friend-
ships were broken; men and women in different political camps
could no longer be relied upon to meet amicably on neutral ground;
malicious stories were circulated and believed about the private
characters and habits of distinguished men. When to all this
there was added the spectacle of Suffragettes breaking windows
and burning churches, and a little later of eminent lawyers and
statesmen arming and drilling an army to resist an Act of Parlia-
ment, it was scarcely surprising if some foreign Governments
concluded that Great Britain had lost her ancient sobriety and self-
control and was entering upon a period of civil strife which would
enfeeble her for all other purposes.
In spite of the information which the Kaiser thought worth
cabling to his Chancellor, the much-hated Government had, five
months earlier obtained a large majority at a General Election, and
eight months later was to "receive the same measure of confidence,
* Official German Documents (Qrosse Potitik), Vol, XXVHI, p. 328.